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STUDIES VII AND VIII.— BEGINNINGS. Luke 3:23—4:44. 

Remark: It is desirable that, in each "study," the entire passage assigned be 
read over rapidly and the main divisions of the narrative noted. 

/. EXAMINATION OF THE MATERIAL 

[It will be noted that the following order is observed invariably in this work : (1) 
the verse or section is read and its contents stated in a general way; (2) 
important or difficult words and phrases are studied ; (3) a complete state- 
ment of the contents of the verse or section is formed in view of the work 
already done ; (4) the religious teaching is sought.] 

§ 1. Chapter 3 : 23-38. 

1. Look over these verses and note their subject. Is it not The Genealogy of Jesus ? 

2. (1) about thirty years (v. 23), (a) note the indefiniteness of statement, (b) the age 

is significant, cf. Numb. 3 : 47 ; (2) Adam the [son] of God (v. 38), consider 
(a) why Luke went back to Adam, and (b) regarded Adam as [son] of God. 

3. Is it not sufficient as a statement of the contents of this section to say, Jesus, as 

a man the son of David and of God, began his work at about thirty years of age? 

4. May not the religious truth in the passage be — Jesus by his relationship to man 

ministers not to the children of David only but to all the sons of men. 

§ 2. Chapter 4 : 1-1.3. 

1. Read and note the subject : The temptation of Jesus. 

2. Words and phrases calling for examination are (1) was led by the spirit (v. 1), in 

a condition of lofty spiritual ecstasy ; (2) templed (v. 2), cf. Mt. 4 : 2, 3 and 
note Luke's additional information, cf. Mk. 1 : 13 ; (3) the devil, (a) another 
name Mk. 1:13; (b) meaning of this word ? (4) led him up (v. 5), cf. Mt. 4 : 8 
for (a) fuller details, (b) a different order ; explain the difference ; (5) delivered 
unto me (v. 6), was this true? cf. John 12:31 ; (6) s halt not tempt (v. 12), is 
this applied by Jesus (a) to Satan's attitude toward him, or (b) his attitude 
toward God? (7) every temptation (v. 13), in what sense? (8) for a season, cf. 

John 14:3°; Lk - 22 = 4°. 43. 53- 

3. Study the following condensation of the section : Jesus is led by the Spirit into 

the desert and for forty days without food is tempted by the devil (i) to make a 
stone into bread to satisfy hunger, (2) to assume all worldly power by worshipping 
him, (3) to throw himself down from the temple roof relying on God's promise, 
Jesus rejects the temptations in the words of Scripture and the devil leaves him 
for a time. 

4. Observe the powerful and subtle temptations assailing those who would live a 

life of spiritual exaltation and devotion to humanity. 

§ 3. Chapter 4 : 14, 15. 

1. Let the student read these verses and determine their theme. 

a. (1) Returned (v. 14), (a) because Gal. was his home; (b) probably after having 

been engaged in a more or less public ministry in Judea, cf. John 1 : 29-3 : 22 ; 

4:4-43; (2) in the power of the Spirit, in view of the issue of the temptation ; 

(3) fame, cf. John 4 : 45 ; (4) synogogues (v. 15), cf. Bib. Diet. 

3. May not the contents of these verses be stated as The beginning of the ministry 

of Jesus in Galilee in spiritual power, with wide-spread fame and popular favor. 

4. Observe that the essence of this opening ministry is not fame but spiritual power. 
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§ 4. Chapter 4 : 16-30. 

1. Read these verses. Criticize the following temporary statement of their 
subject ; Jesus preaching at Natareth. 

a. Study the following words and phrases :— (1) his custom was (v. 16), hint as to 
his early life ; (2) stood up to read, (a) the first lesson, (b) possibly his custom 
also ; (3) found the place (v. 17), either chose it or found it as the regular 
lesson for the day ; (4) written, (a) in Hebrew, (b) cf. Isa. 61 : 1,2, compare 
and explain differences ; (5) what is the original reference of this O. T. 
passage? (6) began to say (v. 21) (a) "proceeded to say," (b) this is but a 
text or summary ; (7) to-day, etc., i, e., a claim to be the Christ ; (8) words of 
grace (v. 22), referring to matter or manner — or both ; (9) Joseph's son, (a) 
transition to the beginning of opposition, (b) light on their ideas of Jesus ; 
(10) and he said (v. 23), second part of his discourse; (n) we have heard done, 
light on the chronological position of the event ; (12) vs. 25-37, note his- 
torical allusions, (b) their bearing — God's mercies not confined to a narrow 
circle ; (13) throw him down (v. 28), punishment for blasphemy ; (if) passing 
through (v. 30), miraculously? 

3. From the study of the passage make a condensed statement of its contents. 

4. May not the religious teachings in the passage be found in the fact that Jesus 

declares his mission to be (1) to proclaim God's grace, (2) to show unselfish, 
helpful sympathy with all humanity? 

§5. Chapter 4:31-37. 

1. What is the subject? Is it The demoniac in the synagogue? 

2. (1) Capernaum (v. 31), location, condition? (2) spirit of an unclean devil (v. 33) 

(a) how came he in this place ? (b) " devil " — " demon," another word in 
4:1; (3) we, us, /(v. 34), significant of (a) two struggling natures, or (b) the 
demon "merging his individuality in that of all evil powers" (Farrar); (4) 
Holy One, (a) cf. 1 : 35 ; Ps. 16 : 10 ; John 6 : 69, (b) messianic testimony 
(c) his holiness impressed the man ; (5) thrown (v. 35), the body involved ; 
observe power of demon over physical organism. 

3. Consider this statement of the contents of the section : — Jesus in the syna- 

gogue of Capernaum by his authority in teaching and in casting out a demon 
who greeted him as the Christ, creates wonder and obtains wide fame. 

4. What is the religious teaching which the passage is intended to convey ? 

§ 6. Chapter 4 : 38-41. 

1. May this passage be entitled Works of healing in Capernaum ? 

2. Study all important and difficult words and phrases in this passage according 

to methods already suggested. 

3. Study the following statement of the contents of this passage : — In Simon's 

house he heals a fever and at evening other sick and casts out demons whose 
messianic witness he rebukes. 

4. An important lesson in this passage is found in considering the kind of testi- 

mony to himself that Jesus rejected. 

§ 7. Chapter 4 : 42-44. 

1. Let the student state the subject of these verses. 

2. (1) desert place (v. 42), (a) i. e., uninhabited ; (b) what he was doing there, Mk. 

I : 35 ; ( 2 ) good tidings of the kingdom of God (v. 43), (a) cf. Mk. I : 15, (b) 
cf. Ex. 19 : 6 ; I Sam. 8:7; 12 : 12 ; 2 Sam. 7 : 12-16 ; Isa. 6:5; Dan. 2 : 
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44-45 ; 7 : 14. 18 ; (3) -was preaching, (a) i. e., "went to preaching," (b) light 
on his method. 

3. Is not the summary of these verses something like this : — While alone he is 

sought out by many and asked to remain, but regarding it as his mission, he 
goes forth preaching throughout Galilee. 

4. May not a religious teaching of this section be found in the obligation recog- 

nized by Jesus to spread abroad his Gospel as widely as possible? 

//. CLASSIFICATION OF THE MATERIAL 
7. The Contents and Summary. 

1) The Contents. The following table of the sections of the material is to be 

read, studied and reviewed until it is thoroughly mastered. 

BEGINNINGS. 
§ 1. The Genealogy of Jesus. 
§ 2. The Temptation of Jesus. 
§ 3. Early Ministry in Galilee. 
§ 4. Jesus Preaching at Nazareth. 
§ 5. The Demoniac in the Synagogue. 
§ 6. Works of Healing in Capernaum. 
§ 7. Wider Ministry in Galilee. 

2) The Summary. Gathering together all the various statements of the con. 

tents of this passage, note the following summary, yesus, of Davidic 
ancestry, a son of man, began his work at about thirty years of age ; (/) he 
■victoriously meets the temptations of the devil, and (2) in spiritual power comes 
to preach in Galilee, (3) speaks words of grace and of rebuke in Nazareth, (4) 
obtains wide fame because of his authority in teaching, his power over demons, 
his healing of sick, and (j ) preaches throughout the land. 

2. Observations upon the Material. 

The following statements of facts or conclusions which are of importance in 
connection with the passage are to be read carefully and considered. 

43) Luke's genealogical list goes backward to 48) 4:2. It was only after forty days of fasting 

Adam. * that he felt the pangs of hunger. 

44) He places it not at the beginning of his gos- 49) Jesus shows himself familiar with the lan- 

pel but between the baptism and the guage and thought of the Old Testa- 
temptation of Jesus.t ment.t 

45) Only Luke and Matthew give these lists. 50) He may have himself told this temptation 

46) Jesus, so far as he was a man, was a Jew of experience to his disciples. § 

undoubted Davidic ancestry. 51) Being filled with the Holy Spirit, the tempta- 

47) 4 : 1. During the sojourn in the wilderness tions seem to present themselves to him 

Jesus was in an extraordinary way under as methods for carrying out the Divine 

the Influence of the spirit. Commission of which he was consciously 

the agent.| 

* " The Jesus of Luke was the Saviour, not only of the children of Abraham, but of the 
children of Adam." Pulp. Couim. p. 71. 

+ " This, the moment of his Gesus') real introduction on this world's stage, was, as St. Luke 
judged it, the time to give the formal table of his earthly ancestry." Pulp. Comm. p. 71. 

t " The maxims and precepts of Deuteronomy were used in the education of every Hebrew 
child." Pulp. Comm. p. 88. 

§ " It rests, indeed, on no very strong internal evidence and there may be exaggeration in its 
details ; but in its substance it can scarcely be other than true, first, because it is so much stranger 
than fiction and next because in its strangeness it is so nicely adapted to the character of Christ. 
Ecce Homo, p. 33. 

| Cf. some thoughtful remarks in Stalker, 8 51. " Meditation over the divinely ordered 
ways whereby He was to fulfill His vocation, must necessarily have presented to His mind the 
picture also of those which were in direct opposition to the divine will." Weiss, I., p. 349. 
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52) 4 : 16-21. Not a few customs of Synagogue- 56) 4 : 33- 35. The man with the ** demon " 

worship are alluded to here, seems physically, mentally and morally 

53) 4 : 24-27. The broad scope of the ministry affected by it, 

of Jesus is especially emphasized in 57) 4 : 32, 36. The authority of Jesus in his 
Luke's gospel. words and works seems to impress the 

54) 4:18-28. We are called upon to mark people.t 

the graciousness both of the manner of 58; 4 : 43. He regards himself as holding a 
JesuB and of the message he delivered.* commission to proclaim the Gospel of 

55) 4 : 28. At the very beginning of his ministry the Kingdom of God. 

he meets with opposition. 

3. Topics for Study, 

Observe the topical arrangement of the observations for further study : 

1) The Genealogy of Jesus.}: [Obs. 43-46]: (1) Observe the chief points of differ- 

ence between the genealogy in Luke's gospel and that in Matthew 1 : 1-17, 
e. g., (a) in order, (b) in names, (c) in length. (2) Consider the two views 
which have been held of these lists, (a) Luke gives the descent through Mary 
but Mt. that through Joseph, (b) both give that through Joseph. (3) Note 
and explain, if possible, the difficulties on either view. (4) Decide as to the 
design of the writers in giving these genealogies. (5) Inquire into the 
significance of the fact that Luke, (a) puts his material at this point in his 
narrative, (b) goes back to Adam while Mt. stops with Abraham. 

2) The Temptation.§ [Obs. 47,48, 50, 51] : (1) Consider the probable source of 

the narrative. (2) That it relates historical events may be inferred from (a) 
its simple and original character, (b) the naturalness of such an experience 
in the life of Jesus and its fitness at this time. (3) Being an historical event 
did it occur (a) as an outward experience in the sensible world, or (b) an 
inward exercise in the soul of Jesus ? (4) Taking up the three divisions 
of the temptation, (a) decide whether they are literal occurrences or sym- 
bolic, (b) consider each one as to its particular meaning and its application 
to the existing circumstances of Jesus. (5) Estimate the significance of the 
whole in the life of Jesus (a) as revealing his nature, e. g. possibility of 
temptation, etc., (b) as throwing light upon the purpose and method with 
which he entered on his public ministry, (c) as suggesting the difficulties 
awaiting him (Lk. 4 : 13), (d) as establishing him in his character, (e) Heb. 
2 : 18. 

3) The Address at Nazareth.g [Obs. 52-55] : (1) Conceive as vividly as possi- 

ble the circumstances of the address.] (2) Note the various elements in 
it, (a) the text (vs. 18, 19), (b) the "words of grace" (vs. 21, 22), (c) the 
feeling of opposition perceived (vs. 22-24), (d) the announcement of his 
mission to others than Jews, (e) the issue. (3) Consider the probability 
of this visit being identical with that of Mk. 6 : 1-6; Mt. 13 : 55-58, (cf. 
Lk. 4 : 14, 15, 23). (4) If so, note its position thus early in Luke's narrative 
as the frontispiece or program of the ministry of Jesus, (a) in the character 

* " The reference is to the substance of the discourse, not to its manner. The grace of manner 
had its source in the grace that lay in the message." Bruce, The Kingdom of God, p. 50. 

t " He knew nothing of the authority of masters and schools of interpretation, but spoke as one 
whose own eyes had gazed on the objects of the eternal world. He needed none to tell him of 
God or of man, for He knew both perfectly. He was possessed with the sense of a mission which 
drove him on and imparted earnestness to every word and gesture. He knew himself sent from 
God, and the words he spoke to be not his own but God's." Stalker, 9 91. 

% Discussions on both sides of this disputed topic are numerous. See Farrar's Luke, pp. 369-375 ; 
Pulpit Comm., St. Luke, vol. I, pp. 70-72, also the Bible Dictionaries, art. Genealogies. 

Weiss, Life of Christ, I., pp. 337-354. See also remarks in Pulp. Com. St. Luke, I., pp. 84-86. 

§ See a good treatment in Bruce, The Galilean Gospel, ch. 2 ; also his Kingdom of God, p. 50. 

I Helps to this end may be found in Stapfer, Palestine in the time of Christ, pp. 333-334, and 
in Farrar, Life of Christ, ch. 16. 
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of the preaching, i. e., offer of grace to all, (b) in the result, i. e., violent 
rejection. (5) The light thus thrown on the character and purpose of the 
Gospel. (6) Another form of this message (cf. Mk. 1 : 14, 15). 
4) The Deeds of Healing. [Obs. 56-58] : (1) From a careful study of 4 : 33-35 
(cf. Mk. 1 : 26), 38-41 (Mk. r : 31, 32 ; Mt. 8 : 16) determine as clearly as pos- 
sible (a) the physical, (b) mental, (c) moral characteristics of the sufferers. (2) 
Note, as to the condition of the demoniac, (a) the popular explanation, (b) 
the writer's notion, (c) the attitude of Jesus. (3) Consider thoughtfully the 
impression* made by Jesus on this occasion (vs. 32, 36); was this "authority" 
found in (a) the originality of his words and deeds, or (b) the independence 
of his manner, or (c) the native force of his character, or (d) his unique rela- 
tion to God and mission to man (cf. 4 : 1, 14, 18, 21)? (4) Seek to ascertain 
concerning these deedsf (a) their relation to the preaching of Jesus, whether 
of equal importance or as proofs and means to attract men, (b) the revelation 
they make of the character of Jesus. 

4. Religious Teaching. 

Does not the religious teaching of this passage gather around the narrative of the 
Proclamation of Deliverance ? — a deliverance : (1) wrought by one who (a) 
must himself be victorious over temptation, and (b) is full of human sympa- 
thy, (c) yet speaks and acts with authority ; (2) which consists in the gift of 
God's grace ; (3) which is manifested not only in word but in deed ; (4) 
which may be rejected by some ; but (5) is freely offered to all. 

* Cf . Stalker, Life 0/ Jesus Christ, § 91. 

t A most helpful consideration of this point will be found in Bruce, The Galilean Gospel, ch. 8. 
Cf. also Stalker, §§ 78-80. 



